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ho Cares Aboul
Kids?

By Sron  Don ie l r
lmerlca ls a strelge ard slck cqrntry. It ls a land

a gtlte man can gel more "tlme" tor burnlng hts
c|rd than loa burnlng a black rnan's church. !t ls a
vtere many Negro r'leaders" ale lar mofe con-
with how much theywlll get pald fc! Urelr speeches

wlth comlng up wlth a program lor lnteUlgent

It ls r reFrbllc run by people who don't r nd coueg€
tdklng ebqrt couege presldents as long as rr-

6latloos doo't broadcast lt and the "nlggers" heat
f,riole d.mn thlng.D It ls a society where people
more tlme and ellort tr.irlng thelr DOGS than lD
tletr own cilldrenl It ls Ufs last ttem },hlch ls ol

TESI coocern durlng these turbulent tlmes.
B€(ore sorneone tells the SPCA that I am agalnst dogs,

nc add lh.t I iave nothlng agalrst dogs -- ss long as
'lrt |tt thelr places, (erd doNr't block tie subtray

.(Contlnued f.om PeEo 2)
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valkway vhlle the cop talks wltb the cashler). lly maln
q[esllqr ls, wHO CARES about the KlDs?

Wlth the btg race on to gat to the moon, to r'flnger-
p@r" or to gct a new r'*'lgr" or to get a ne'r"rglgr" to
llay qlt', the lzndlord, and brtbe the cop atter iunnlng
th€ red ll8it, almost no-one has the "tlme olday" 1*
todey's youth. Many d today's parents are "too busy"
-- (whatever that ts suppqsed to mean) -- they are
.'too hrsy" to care for thelr own ldds. 0t's a shame that
that tlQe d "pat€nt'1 was not "too busy" to have tho
klds ln the flrst place, hrt lt's too late to cllAtlgs that
now.)

In Phladelphla, a ycungster call GRADUATE trom
hlgh schorl and NCrl know enough readlng to read thls
nerrspaper (or that olher one that nearly everyone ls
SUPPGED to read)l A girl can tlnlsh tbe lcommercl3.l',
colrse and yet glve ten employers grayhalrs on ten dlt-
ler€d lobs beiore she llrlally l€arns llow to speU aDd
t',pel A boy ln ELEVENTH gfade car spend itteen mln-
utes ftrmbllng at a world rafr betore he can llnd VIET-

' NAM, (a place f,,here he rnlgit have to DIE)|

TUBSDAY, SI'JPTEITAER 2q

Acrqss lhe natlon, one out d every slx tlds UNDER
elghteen years of age have alr€ady be€n b€tote somo
Juvenlle or olher court and tound GUILTY d some
crlme. True, some mlght have been lc,und "guutyt ln
error. BUT, ll the correct flgure ls one out s! TEli lt
ls stlll far ioo manyl Rordlng the current nevs storles
of how many youths are shot, cut, beaten and stomped
lust beceuse they are lrom (or nrt trom) a certaln
&corner" makes me belleve thct the tbst igur€ 13 rlght.

Last ]€arr a certaln Ncgro judge Ln tiis city gave
teenagers appearing ln hls court the chotce ot elther
JAIL or the WAR, (H€ told then that ll ihey vqJld not
enllst ln the mllttary he wquld send them to Jatl.) lt t3
a SICK and traglc state od alfalrs vhen that ts the Otl',y
ldnd ot luture taclng so many ol our lidsl WHO ls redly
to blame lcr thls mess?

Llke the vhlte iolks \r,ho pass the buck ard.,can't
llgule out', WHAT causes rlots b g'e blg (and smau)
cltles, Ja! too many parenls seem unable to lace lie
FACTS \rhen lt comes lo ihelr chUdren. U you are a
parent, answer lor yoorseu (.rnd tor y(i|r ktd) $e fol-
lowlng questlons. And, tl you are not a parent, thlnt
abqrt these thlngs anFayi

If lour kid is ln school; When.w3s the lest ume tbat
YC[, talked wlth his teachers? Does the yourh baye
books lor al! lls subjects? It he do€sn,:, ,rhy noa? Is he
dohg ..averaggrt or BETTER vork ln schoot? lllty or
11hy not?

Do yo.r care enough ab.{t }'our k1d to "stralgl:ten

hlm out', vhen he nccds it, or ai'e y('J "too busy', wil}l ,
the job that you have (oi don't have) -- or \litb some other
sham -- to "TCB"? Do the blends ol YOUR chud vislt
hlm or her h YOUR home or does yqrr chlld ard hls
lrlends teel more 'rcor(ortablc" someplac€ else? Do
yol lno$ where th3t "someplace else" ls? Do y(rr really
CARE?

Whether your chlld ls the result oladrug slore clcdd
on Sunday, or planned actlon by a marrled couple,
YOU the parents are the key to LIs or her tuture. Tb€
school hoard, Wellare people, so.;a.l a!-encles,
"corn€rs,t pollce and others .xtil do no rnore FOR
(oi TO) your chlld than YOU -- U,e Frrenl.s -- demand
or allawl T'h€,re ale I FEW people who care enqto
about people ln genela.l to do thlngF to hdp ycnr kld la
the proc€ss. But, Amerlcr ls more ,rC:4rle becontDg
a lar'd ol ldog est dog," tlnd dleof,le cr. CNLY abqlt l
l'lerrlseli'es. YU., rrad bei.er bc carlnf A a 
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